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Staff Writer
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Staff Writer

Cheeseburger and fries:
$5.15. Two slices of plain
pizza: $4.50.
Chicken strips, no fries:
$5.95. Cheese steak with
fries: $6.95.
No, this is not part of
Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse
menu; these items were
found throughout Montclair
State University’s on-campus dining — from the Student Center Cafeteria to the
Rathskeller.
After recently renewing
their contract with food and
services provider Sodexo,
prices have continued to rise
as the lower rates of their
competitor, Gourmet Dining,
have remained consistent.

Mark Banas | The Montclarion

Vol.

Montclair and its students
have struggled to keep up
with Sodexo prices that rank
highest among all NJ state
colleges, Sodexo prices have
students searching for food
off-campus.
With classes, a part-time
job and the low economy,
finding affordable food has
been added to the list of worries for the Montclair State
students.
It’s been the toughest for
the residents living on campus such as Sarah Brotherton, a sophomore with a
major in broadcasting and a
minor in dance. Since Brotherton lives on campus, she
finds herself eating on campus everyday.
“For the most part I do enjoy the food here on campus,”
said Brotherton “But while I
do enjoy most of the food, I do
Campus Food Continued on Page 4

New Calcia Building
for Art Students
Maintenance Continues to
Frustrate Students, Professors
Kulsoom Rizvi
News Editor

The current Calcia Hall
building, home to around 800
art students, will be replaced
with a new arts facility located near Sprague Field, a
tentative location, according
to Vice President of University Facilities Greg Bressler.
The replacement of Calcia
Hall is a $12. 6 million project set to begin construction
sometime between the fiscal
year of 2013-2014, according
to the Capital Master Plan.
Calcia Hall was built over
40 years ago, and according
to Bressler, it suffers from
extensive non-code complying situations, deteriorated
systems and furnishings, and
out of date HVAC systems.

“There have been so many
issues over the years that we
decided it would be less expensive to build a new building rather than completely
renovate the current one,”
Bressler said.
Bressler said that it is not
possible to completely reno-

VIDEO: Two Calcia students

give a tour to The Montclarion,
showing specific areas where
maintenance problems occur.

vate Calcia Hall, because
there would be no space for
students and professors to
continue with classes while
the building is being fully reCalcia Hall Continued on Page 6

Jillian Keats | The Montclarion

Sophomore Lucy Robinson had a meeting with Dean of Students Rose Mary Howell and Associate Dean
of the Arts Ronald Sharps last semester about the lack of maintenance in Calcia Hall.

Montclair Increases Freshmen Struggle in Recession
Minority Graduation
Rate by 14 Percent Survey Shows Increase in Loan Borrowing
for an increase in the university's minority graduation
rate.
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classes and housing due to
her loan falling through.
Returning back to school,

Ratanjot Rekhi
Staff Writer

A knock on the door on
Saturday morning could
have jeopardized the college future of freshman
Julie Maines, 18, for
good. She was being deregistered from all of her
classes.
Home for the weekend,
roommate Andrea Goldberg gave the bad news
that her roommate was
going to be forced out of

There has been an increase
in students depending on
aid (blue) and a decrease in
students depending on their
own money,
Courtesy of Higher Education Research Institution
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Maines met with her building director as she explained,
"He told me that they have
been trying to get in touch
with me for weeks through
e-mails, calls and sending
people to my room. I hadn't
heard a thing until this
past Saturday."
		
Maines
explained
that her father took out
the loans and was on a payment plan to pay tuition,
which she helped with. ApFreshmen Continued on Page 3
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On Feb. 2: A student reported unauthorized photographs of herself posted on a
website while in Blanton Hall.

2
3 On Feb. 2:

On Feb. 2: A student reported the theft of her iPod, left unsecured in the Recreation

4
5 On Feb. 3:

Center.

A student reported the theft of his property from the Recreation Center.
It was later recovered.

On Feb. 3: A student reported the theft of his laptop left unsecured in the Student

6 On Feb. 3:
7 On Feb. 4:

Center.

A student reported the theft of her parking hangtag from her unsecured
vehicle parked in Lot 30.
Tyanna Davis was arrested and charged with possession of CDS
marijuana under 50 grams while in the Red Hawk Diner.
Brandon Gaynor was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated on Clove Road.

student reported the theft of her parking hangtag and iPod from her
8 On Feb. 4: Avehicle
parked in Lot 23.
student reported the theft of her laptop and cash from her unsecured
9 On Feb.6: Aresidence
in Bohn Hall.
Williams was arrested and charged with hindering apprehension
10 On Feb. 7: Kyshon
while on Clove Road.
employee reported bias crime graffiti while in the Maintenance
11 On Feb. 8: An
Building. The victim was subsequently offered all University
services.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents is urged to call the police station from any campus phone at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.

SGA Notes
-There was no SGA meeting due
to the campus closing. The next
meeting will be Wednesday, Feb.
17.

The
Montclarion
The Montclarion is a freely
distributed newspaper providing one copy per person.
Additional copies are $0.25.

Corrections
The Montclarion willingly corrects its factual errors. If you
think that we’ve made a mistake in a story, please call
Editor-in-Chief Kristie at ext.
5230.

February 11, 2010 • The Montclarion

news

3

Freshman
Continued From Page 1

rently, her parents are helping her as
far as loans go; however, ultimately,
Goldberg knows the loans will be her
responsibility.
"I feel bad, and I worry about my
loans all the time. If they are the first

“They expected me to
move out in two days. What
if I couldn't get the
money?”
Julie Maines
Freshman

Photo courtesy of Julie Maines

(Left to right) Freshmen Andrea Goldberg and Julie Maines manage to smile, despite
financial issues.
parently, her loan hadn't processed
in time, and the deadline to reapply
had passed on Feb. 1 .

“I feel bad, and I worry
about my loans all the
time. If they are the first
thing I have to worry about
right after graduation,
then that's stressful ...”
Andrea Goldberg
Freshman

"They expected me to pay nine
grand in just two days," Maines exclaimed, waving her hands in the
air.
She continued, "They expected me
to move out in two days. What if I
couldn't get the money?" There is
nothing that Residential Education
and Services can do after a student

has not paid tuition after the designated deadline.
Maines is one of many freshman
that feel the stresses of the recession.
According to a study from the Higher
Education Research Institute of the
University of California at Los Angeles that was released last month,
two out of three first-year students
reported having "some" or "major"
concerns over financing college. This
rate is the highest level of concern
that has been reported since 1971.
Has the recession hit rock bottom?
"You should have seen her. She
was hysterical outside of Bohn [Hall]
on the phone with her dad for like
two hours," said Goldberg. College is
always referred to as the good years,
what's so good about about financial
stress?
Looking her roommate in the eyes
and sighing, she continued, "It made
me nervous. Loans are going to be
even harder for me to pay because I
live out of state."
Andrea Goldberg, a New York resident, decided to come to Montclair
because of the education program
and would like to be a teacher. Cur-

thing I have to worry about right after graduation, then that's stressful
because of the freeze going on with
teachers. I don't even know if I'll have
a job that fast, but that's the plan."
Goldberg joins the many freshman
of 2009 who reported it was "very important" that graduates from certain

schools are able to get jobs. The percentage concerned with job security is
56.5, the highest rate reported since
the question was asked in 1985.
"I think by the time I graduate, my
loans will be too much for my parents
to deal with. My dad does remind
me that it would be better if I went
to school in New York, but I looked
around, and I really didn't like any of
them," said Goldberg. For her, the experience at Montclair outweighs the
price tag.
The study also shows that 53.3 percent of first-year students pay for college with the help of loans, up four
points from last year's report. The
percentage is at its highest point in
the past nine years.
In the 2008 monograph, it was reported more students were looking
towards using their own resources
from working and personal savings
and aid that need not be repaid, such
as grants.
Half-smiling, Goldberg said, "I just
pray that I don't get someone knocking on my door saying you're out in
two days!"

FINANCIAL CONCERNS
1. Two out of three incoming first-year students reporting “some” (55.4%) or “major”
(11.3%) when they were asked about their concerns in funding for school
2. The percentage with “major” concerns did not change appreciably from 2008,
those with “some” concerns moved up 2.2 percentage points and continued to
climb to its highest level since 1971.
3. In the 2008 monograph, it was reported that more students were looking towards
using their own resources from working and personal savings and aid that need not
be repaid, such as grants.
4. 53.3 percent of incoming first-year students are turning to loans, which is up 3.9
percentage points from 49.4 percent in 2008. Most of these loans were in the range
of $3,000 to $6,000, according to responses on the survey.

4

news

The Montclarion • February 11, 2010

SPECIAL REPORT

Are You Getting Your Money's Worth?

not think it is worth its price at all.”
Brotherton favors Café Diem’s bagels and the ranging amount of hot
and cold sandwiches on campus. Although the Student Center is her
choice of dining, “almost $10 for
chicken fingers and fries is entirely
too expensive.”
At Café Diem, you can purchase
a smoked turkey sandwich with potato chips and water for $10. In comparison, the McDonald's, on Route
46 East, can offer a burger, fries and
soda for just $4.
Next to McDonald's are Six Brothers Diner and Subway, within walking distance from campus and provide cheap alternatives to on-campus
dining.
A cheeseburger with a side of cole
slaw and a pickle at Six Brothers
Diner is $4.25; meanwhile, a burger
alone from Sodexo goes for the same
exact price.
Smaller places, such as Sandwich
Theory on Valley Road, offer more alternatives if students want to stick to
a healthier diet. There, one can get
any kind of sandwich, like a sloppy
Joe wrap or a Genoa salami and provolone sandwich.
The most expensive specialty sandwich is $6.75. At the Red Hawk Diner, their specialty sandwich, the Red
Hawk Burger, goes for $7.95.
On Glenridge Ave., MSU students
can stop at Domino's Pizza for a mix
and match deal which offers the option of choosing a medium pizza, a
pasta bread bowl and any sub for
$5.55 each, for a total of $16.65.
Meanwhile, at the Rathskeller, one
pizza is $14, one meatball sub goes
for $5.95 and one meatball and pasta
entrée goes for $5.95 which is a total of $25.90. Compared to Domino's
deal, there is about a $10 difference.
Sodexo supplies many schools besides Montclair in the area, like William Paterson University and Rowan

University. However, New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT), Bergen
Community College, Kean University
and Bloomfield College, use a different food provider: Gourmet Dining.
With these colleges and others using Gourmet Dining, Sodexo is surrounded by its competition.
Sodexo has been under contract
with MSU for the past eight years.
For many students, it has been an ongoing discussion as to how expensive
Sodexo can be.
Although Sodexo provides a more
extensive menu, compared to Gourmet Dining, it leaves students searching for other options.
Prices have been rising for the
past three years due to the increase
of students MSU receives every fall.
Sodexo’s explanation for the rate hike
is that more students require more
food, which requires more money.
Asha Rae McKenzie, a sophomore
broadcasting major thinks the price
rising is “ridiculous."
“The food on campus is very expensive, especially at the Student Center. Although they raised our swipes
to $5.25, they also raised the price of
food.”
“I can buy two things at the Student Center and I would have to use
two swipes which is $10.50,” McKenzie said.
Leah Tepperman, a senior broadcasting major who lives in the Village,
has encountered the same problems.
“[I eat on campus] a decent amount,”
said Tepperman. “I get lunch on campus probably about three days a week.
I think the [prices] are a little high.
The quality of the food is decent, but
the price is higher than if I went out
to buy food from Subway.”
Food supply is only one service that
Sodexo has control over in MSU, they
control the university’s meal plans as
well.
Meal plans are pre-paid plans that
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LEVERAGE YOUR CURRENT BACHELOR’S
DEGREE INTO A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN NURSING (BSN) IN JUST 12 MONTHS
WITH OUR FASTTRACK BSN DEGREE.
Our curriculum is offered at two convenient
locations: Jersey City main campus starting
in September and at Brookdale Community
College’s Communiversity in May.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (888) 541-1289
OR E-MAIL ARODRIGUEZ10@NJCU.EDU
2039 KENNEDY BOULEVARD
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07305-1597

“A lot of parents take
notice of what their kids
are eating when they visit
their campus, and we felt
Sodexo didn't represent the
healthier choice."
Anthony Frungillo
Vice President of Operations at Seton Hall

students can purchase at the beginning of the semester and use to buy
their food during the semester. MSU
students have a variety of options as
far as meal plans go, but at the end
of the day they make ends difficult to
meet.
The meal plans offered by MSU are
broken down into “blocks” and “flex
dollars.” Each block is considered a
meal from the two major cafeterias
and covers up to $5.25 per swipe,
which registers on a student's I.D.
card.
“There isn’t really a meal plan that
suits me,” said Franco Amatti, currently a junior at MSU. “The worst
part is purchasing a meal plan that
is over $1,400, when I end up using
only about $600 to $700 worth of it.”
McKenzie usually does not have
swipes left over due to the expense of
food, but she knows people that do.
“[They] have 50 or more swipes and
are forced to buy Red Bull cases, boxes of cookies or watch their money go
to waste.”
Epiphany Sams, a sophomore has
experienced having left over swipes.
“I always have extra. I think they
should carry over or at least be converted to Red Hawk dollars at the
end of the semester.”
“I’ve seen my Flex Dollars go away
this semester faster than any other,”
added Tepperman. “The C-Store rips
people off. An energy drink there is
[between] $3.25 and $3.50 and at any
normal store it’s only $2.”
Flex Dollars are a part of MSU’s
meal plans that students can prepay prior to the beginning of the semester. Sodexo’s lowest meal plan at
MSU starts at $1,645 per semester
and offers 125 blocks and $250 Flex.
The blocks and flex dollars add up to
$907, and the food service adds another $738.75.
For the most part, meal plans are
often left over, and refunds are not
offered.
“I feel like they just add more meals
to the plan to make money off of
us,” Jessica Spera said, referring to
MSU’s meal plans. “I don’t know anyone that would eat 125 meals along
with $500 extra for more food."
Like MSU, NJIT offers a handful
of options for meal plans. In comparison, Gourmet Dining offers a greater
range of prices.
MSU meal plans range from $1,645
to $1,875. NJIT, on the other hand,
ranges their prices from $723, which
offers 80 meals, to $2,088, which is
unlimited dining.
“NJIT has a great variety, as far
as prices go,” Yanelys Garcia, a commuter who has a meal plan at MSU.
“I’m on campus all day, so that’s why
I have a meal plan,” said Garcia. “I
don’t think they really think about
the commuters; if they had the $723
plan here, it would be perfect for
me.”
However, Tepperman has the convenience of being able to cook in her
dormitory, which is a cheap solution
to the high food prices on campus.
“I usually just make food in my
apartment,” said Tepperman. “I’m
too poor to order out except on rare
occasions.”
Sheily Li, a senior elementary education major who commutes to campus four days during the week, only
finds herself eating on-campus once
a week. Being a commuter, Li found
some similarities in restaurants offcampus.
“They’re a bit pricey,” said Li, in regards to on campus food. “[However,]
they’re about the same price as food
off-campus, but it feels like you get
more food when you’re off-campus.”
For a lot of students, it’s not just
the prices that repel them from Sodexo. For the money they are paying,

many wish to see the quality they deserve.
“The food we get from Sodexo
doesn’t even taste all that great,”
said Spera “I mean, some of the food
at Café Diem is pretty good, but it’s
also probably where it’s most expensive.”
Sodexo's high prices have not
only affected MSU residents, but
the school’s student organizations
as well. What holds organizations
back is the fact that they are not allowed to bring in outside food at certain events. All food served at these
events must come from Sodexo.
“If we were allowed to buy our own
food we would be able to make money
faster,” said Alicia Lawrence, who is
a member of the Fashion Club. “But,
because Sodexo is so expensive, we
have to wait until we save a lot of
money before we can plan a bigger
event,” said Lawrence.
Despite the problems students are
facing, the MSU faculty has encountered two different sides of Sodexo
when working with them to set up
events.
“We work with Sodexo quite a bit
in a couple of different ways,” Holly
Gera, MSU athletics director said.
“They provide concessions for some
of our larger games as well as using
them for catered meals. They are willing to work with us even when schedules can be changing. [Their] service
is good, and the food is also good.”
“We worked on this one project
over the summer for incoming freshman where we were going to give
away some gifts,” said Keith Fonseca,
director of MSU’s recreation center.
“We had to cut the budget for gifts in
half because we had to spend about
$2,500 on Sodexo, even after cutting
some of the budget for food.”
The expensive price hikes on campus food, which have been happening
for the past few years have affected
students across campus and students
feel it will continue to affect them in
years to come if the situation does
not change soon.
“I don’t think it will become any
larger of an issue, because they raise
prices every year anyway,” explained
Li.
“Every semester, students complain about the rise in food price,”
added Tepperman. “But they should
remember prices are rising everywhere. That said, if the prices continue to rise, I think this will definitely
turn into a bigger problem.”
However, even though there have
been complaints all around campus,
Montclair State officials who work
with Sodexo refused to comment.
Gourmet Dining's meal plans,
which start at $900 lower then Montclair’s, offer more of a variety for vegetarian and organic food. In addition,
they are the two-time NJ Organic
Seafood champion. The variety and
affordability of Gourmet Dining is
what drew NJIT to choosing it over
Sodexo said Peter Fischbach, NJIT’s
food service director.
“We wanted the best choice for our
students,” said Fischbach, in regards
to choosing a campus food provider.
“We just like to remain competitive
with the other schools around,” said
Anthony Frungillo, the vice president of operations at Seton Hall, a
Gourmet Dining user.
“We also felt that Gourmet Dining
offers better quality over the quantity that Sodexo offers. A lot of parents
take notice of what their kids are
eating when they visit their campus,
and we felt Sodexo didn’t represent
the healthier choice,” said Frungillo.

VIDEO: Montclair students react

to the prices of food on campus and
how paying for food affects their daily
lives

Additional reporting by Nicole
Simonetti.
This piece was written for
Professor Ron Hollander's
feature writing class.
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Minority
Continued From Page 1

graduate Samantha Daster said.
From 2002 to 2007, Montclair
State has increased the graduation
rate for URM (Under Represented

“Montclair promotes
diversity and there are so
many people from different
backgrounds and
ethnicity. I'm not
surprised at all that
[Montclair State] was
recognized.”
Samantha Daster
Graduate

Minorities) by 14 percent. URM include African Americans, Hispanics
and Native American heritages.
Montclair State’s URM graduation
rate was 54.9 percent in 2007, when
the average for universities and colleges was only 35.6 percent.
In addition to a “Top Gainer,”
Montclair State is also a “Top Gap
Closer,” a term used to describe the
act of building the bridge by closing
the gap between both minorities and
non-minorities.
“Montclair has the highest graduation rate for URM students, among
the 15 most similar institution identified in College Results Online," stated in the Education Trust’s report.
The report stated that nearly
40,000 minority students enroll as
freshmen each year in a four-year
college, "hoping to realize all of the
opportunities that earning a bachelor's degree affords."
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MONTCLAIR STATS
Looking at the progress minority students have made in public institutions from 2002
to 2007.

Undergrad Enrollment Fall 2006: 12,365
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URM Among Undergrads Fall 2006: 28.3 %
Overall Six-Year Grad Rate 2007: 61.2
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URM Six-Year Grad Rate 2002: 40.9
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URM Six-Year Grad Rate 2007: 54.9
Change in URM Grad Rates 2002-07: 14.0
LINK TO THE EDUCATION TRUST REPORT
http://www.edtrust.org/sites/edtrust.org/files/publications/files/CRO%20Brief%20
Top%20Gainers.pdf
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Calcia Hall
Continued From Page 1

paired.
Bressler added that the university
will continue to complete work orders
for Calcia Hall and put in money to
help with modifications.
However, students and faculty,
who work and take classes in Calcia
Hall, are still frustrated over the lack
of attention the building receives
when it comes to maintenance.
“When you go in [Calcia Hall], the
first thing you notice is how extreme
the temperature is,” sophomore Lucy
Robinson, a film major, said. For example, Robinson explained how Rm.
135, which is the auditorium on the
first floor of Calcia Hall, is extremely hot especially when classes go on
for three hours in the lecture-style
room.
Back in September 2009, a work request was sent in about how the auditorium was “too cold’ and the temperature needed adjustment which was
completed in December. In January,
a work order was placed concerning
Calcia Hall being “too hot;” the auditorium and classrooms were “unbearably hot.”
Robinson, last semester, had a
meeting with Dean of Students Rose
Mary Howell and Associate Dean of
the Arts Ronald Sharps about the
lack of maintenance in Calcia Hall.
One of issues Robinson addressed
was the graffiti drawn all over the
walls at the lower level of the building.
The wall was painted over. However, a few days later, someone wrote
over the paint “Dean Sharps, Thanks
so much for the paint. Now can you
fix what’s broken.” Several statements such as this one were written
all over the first floor walls.
“I’m very happy that the university
knows we have this issue and plans
on building another building, but
I’m never going to see that building,”
Robinson said. “What are they going
to do now?”
Sophomore Meaghan McDermott
was in the printmaking studio and
shared the discussion she had with
another person who has been at
Montclair State for 20 years.
“She said Calcia hasn’t changed at
all since she’s been here. The most
frustrating thing is the heating and
cooling issue in rooms. In the metal
and jewelry studio, the temperature
can be [as] high as 87 degrees, and
the windows don’t open, so that’s annoying,” McDermott said as she continued to work on her printmaking.
“They don’t care about us at all.”
Work orders for Calcia Hall from
2009-2010 indicate that there have
been a total of 112 work orders closed
and nine still open.
Many of the requests deal with
heating and leaking issues where two
requests from a few days ago state
that there is no heat in CA-117 and
CA-215 which are offices. Some of the
orders were responded quickly; for
example, on Jan. 21, there was an urgent request which read: WINDOWS
IN THE PRINTMAKING STUDIO
IN CALCIA HALL ROOM CA-228
HAVE BLOWN OPEN AND CANNOT BE CLOSED DUE TO MISSING HARDWARE. WIND AND RAIN
HAVE DAMAGED EQUIPMENT IN
THE CLASSROOM.
The order was completed the next

The sink in the ceramics room in Calcia Hall has been leaking since last semester.

Jillian Keats | The Montclarion

The pipes in the photo lab have mold growing due to leaks in
the past.
day, however, another request for the
same room, made the same day, has
not been answered.
Back in February 2008, a pipe
from the ceiling had burst in Calcia
Hall, which caused a steam flood in
Director of the Photography Program
Klaus Schnitzer’s office.
While sitting in his office, Schnitzer
pointed out several frames hung on
his walls with photos that still have
mold from the flood two years ago.
“There is the lack of maintenance,
but also, the lack of response from
the administration. You submit work
orders, and they go to a black hole,”
Schnitzer said.
In the corner of his office, Schnitzer
said ceiling tiles would fall on his
desk once or twice a year and although it was temporary fixed, a tube
connected to the heating unit vent
wasn’t installed until ten years later.
The highest temperature in his office
was 115 degrees at one time.

Photo courtesy of Melissa Graff

The filter underneath the sink in R. 224 of Calcia Hall floods the room.

Jillian Keats | The Montclarion

Jillian Keats | The Montclarion

Some of the chairs in Rm. 135, which is the auditorium, have
desks broken off from them.

“Certain problems are fixed, but
they are just temporary, not permanent,” Schnitzer said. “Art is messy.
It’s the nature of the beast, but that
does not mean the building should be
messy as well.”
At one point, Schnitzer did a “test”
where he left a pile of dirt under his
desk, and it was there for most of last
semester.
“We feel neglected,” he said.
Several ceiling tiles in the CA-110
were water-logged and in danger of
collapsing. A work order request was
submitted back in November to fix
the leaking ceiling pipe, but nobody
answered until December after a second attempt.
In December 2009, water was coming into the building along the northeast side of the building due to damaged flashing on the roof. The water
was running into the building from
the northeast entrances and along
the northeast walls of the class-

rooms.
In the jewelry and metalworking studio, the sink was leaking and
draining water was collected in a
bucket.
"The filter probably hasn't been
changed, since the building was
built," junior Melissa Graff said who
uses the studio.
Graff added that the temperature
in the room is never controlled with
heat or air conditioning.
"It's been as hot as probably 99 degrees and as cold as 40. If your hands
are too cold, you can't work, and if
you're too hot, you feel like you're going to pass out," she said.
When told about the new arts
building being constructed in the future, Graff responded, "Even if they
put up a new building, it will need a
maintenance crew to be checking the
plumbing, ventilation, etc. on a regular basis, otherwise over years, it will
become [what Calcia is now]."

Jillian Keats | The Montclarion

Junior Melissa Graff said when it begins to leak, there is usually a bucket for the water.
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SGA SENIOR TRIP 2010
TICKETS GO ON SALE THURSDAY FEB. 25TH AT 5:30PM IN THE
SGA OFFICE.

Who: All Graduating Seniors (On the May

2010 graduation list.)

What: A Cruise to Bermuda aboard
Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the
Seas.
When: May 22nd-27th, 2010
How Much Does it Cost? $580, with a
$250 non-refundable deposit due on
February 26th. The Remaining $330
is due by March 26th.

QUESTIONS: Contact Jon Preciado:
Prciadoj1@mail.montclair.edu,
973-655-4326

Tickets will go on sale Thursday, February 25, 2010 at 5:30 pm in the Student Government Association Office. Only one
ticket can be purchased per person. If you cannot make it, you can have a proxy buy your ticket. If you choose to have a
proxy, you must come into the SGA office prior to the day tickets go on sale and submit a written letter to the SGA President
giving the name of the person who is buying your ticket. The proxy will only be able to purchase the ticket for you. (He/she
cannot also purchase a ticket for themselves at that time)
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Reaching Out to Haiti
Jade Moskovitz
Staff Writer

The catastrophic earthquake that
struck Haiti affected the lives of
over three million people. Every aspect of humanitarian aid stepped
up in hope to save the lives of those
who survived the natural disaster.
The American Red Cross facilitated
a blood and bone marrow drive on Feb.
7 at the Student Recreation Center in
search for donors willing to join their
mission to save the lives of those in need.
Within the blood drive’s six hours
of operation, 137 people arrived at
the scene. Each individual donated
about one pint of blood and saved
approximately three lives each.
Many donors found themselves hon-

Jade Moskovitz|The Montclarion

Student shows pride after giving
blood.

ored to have reached out to the victims
suffering from the natural disaster.
of Haiti’s unfortunate
“I’m glad that the
tragedy and proud to have
blood donated is gobeen a part of the cause.
ing to those in Hai“It felt very good to know
ti,” said Neil Javed.
that my blood could help
It
is
during
those in need,” Christhese great times
tine Noppenberger said.
of need that people
Whether making a
come together, credouble red cell donation
ate
change
and
beneficial to cancer pamake a difference.
tients and trauma victims
Thanks to the Ameror a whole blood donation
ican Red Cross Assoused for transfusions and
ciation, the Student
future medications, each
Recreation Center
donor made a difference.
along with its many
Although giving blood
donors and volunis done as a general act of
Jade Moskovitz|The Montclarion teers, over four huncharity, these donations
dred lives were saved
were aimed toward those Student reflects on giving during this drive.
blood.

No Print Issue Next Week:
Check Website for Breaking News!
themontclarion.org
Sports Cardio Workout
Vanessa Hargreaves
Staff Writer

Welcome back all you fitness crazed
students, I hope you enjoyed stretching last week, because this week is all
about basic cardio repetitions! Now I
know what you’re thinking — cardio
is all work and no fun, but my workout will let you pretend that you are in
five different professional sports and
will leave you feeling refreshed. There
will be pictures on the side numbered
with my exercises so you can easily
keep track of them. So let’s get started!
1. Okay, so the first exercise is to get
your blood pumping with good old fashioned jumping jacks. Stand feet apart,
and raise and lower your arms while
jumping. Do three sets of 10. Then, do
straight arm jacks which are the same
as regular jumping jacks, except your
arms are powering straight up and down.
2. Next, we’re going to pretend like
we are football players and do football
shuffles. It is all about quick feet and
movement, so keep that in mind while
doing this repetition. Stand feet apart
in a squat position and quickly move
your feet, shuffling from the left side of
the room to the right, then to the front
and back. After the first repetition,
hold in stance for 30 seconds, keep-

ing the abdominals tight and breathing through. Do three sets of these.
3. To get your heart rate even higher,
we are going to pretend we are all professional track runners and do three sets
of sprinting and high-knee drills for 30
seconds each. When doing high-knees,
be sure to keep your knees up and level
with your hips. Do not drop them, keep
your body strong and power through.
4. After, you can grab some water and
get right back into the workout mode
with doing oblique-squeeze repetitions.
With your body on an angle, take your
right arm and right knee, interlocking
them at the middle so that your elbow is
to your knee. You will feel your obliques
squeeze with your core contracting. Do
three sets of 10 on each side, shaking out your body in between sets.
5. Ok guys, this is the last exercise
and the most fun because we get to
pretend we are a fierce MMA fighter!
We are going to do right and left jab
punches. Stand feet apart with knees
slightly bent. Pivot your body, making a fist and powering your arm in
a jab two times to the left and two to
the right for 15 repetitions. Remember to use the power in your arms
and act as though you are punching
a wall or your competitor in a match.
That’s all for this week and I hope
you have as much fun with this work
out as I did. For a more hands-on
feel, you can check out the full workout video at themontclarion.org. Next
time’s segment will be all about the
power of lunges, so be sure to read it!
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Upcoming Events

Movie Night...............................................................................Feb. 11
Coffee House..............................................................................Feb. 11
Learn to Dance...........................................................................Feb. 11
Music Therapy Day.................................................................... Feb. 16
Men’s Baseball..........................................................................Feb. 16
Sexual Education Program......................................................Feb. 17
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Q: What is the perfect Valentine’s gift?
												
Sincerely, Love Struck

Nelson DePasquale
Sports Editor

Perhaps the years most celebrated of the “Hallmark” holidays,
Valentine’s Day, is this Sunday.
For those cozy-cuddly couples out
there, the most pressing questions arise: what’s the perfect gift?
Well, perfect is such a strong
word, but here are a few tips on
how to get as close as possible:
1. Money isn’t everything.
There is no need to empty your
pockets in search of a glimmering,
shiny piece of jewelry. Don’t get me
wrong; if you have the cash to do
it and your willing, I’m not stopping you. Just make sure you put
some thought into it. If you spent
more time thinking about how impressive the price tag is than your
significant other while you were
buying his or her gift, you probably
won’t get the response your looking
for. And if you do, she’s faking it.
2.
Don’t
be
too
cliché.
A box of chocolates, a dozen red ros-

es, those little candy hearts, even the
cute little teddy bears, can be classified
as cliché. If it’s your first Valentine’s
Day together, its ok to give one or two
of these out, but if you have been going
steady for a few years, you should be a
little more creative. The same gifts every
year get boring. Trust me, they notice.
3. It’s the thought that counts.
I know, I know, every time I hear that
I cringe on the inside a bit too, but that
doesn’t mean it isn’t true. When you’re
looking for a gift, don’t just look for a gift.
Look for your significant other within
that gift. Any gift that has an inside
joke attached to it makes it more than
a gift. It’s a symbol of the relationship.
4. Don’t be afraid to go homemade.
Sometimes the best gifts are the
ones that you physically make. You
obviously put thought into your gift,
so that’s a plus. If the gift is specific
to your mate, it is even better. Think
about it, you giving a gift that no one
will have except your significant other will score you some points. Teddy
bears and chocolates are made in factories on a mass scale. Your homemade
gift is unique, and no one else will
ever have the exact same thing. Girls
will especially appreciate the effort.
5. Do your best to be together.
The most important part of Valentine’s Day is not about the gifts, it’s
about spending time with each other.
No matter what the gift is, it is the moments that you spend together that really make the holiday. This means it could
also make up for a sub-par gift (for you
slackers out there), so take advantage.

Jade Moskovitz
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is dedicated to
couples who want to show their love
for one another. There is no question that Valentine’s Day can be
tricky … after all, the perfect Valentine’s Day gift was never established, but is continuously challenged.
Some will go with chocolate or flowers; others will empty their wallets to
buy jewelry; some will go with a card
or simply a kiss, but when all is said
and done, the last thing someone wants
to do is send their relationship downhill on a day of such high recognition.
Some girls love candy and flowers,
others are all about the time you spend
with them. Then, there are the select
few who want dollar signs behind the
thought and diamonds around their
neck, otherwise known as the gold diggers. Although diamonds may last forever, giving them doesn’t mean the relationship will. In my opinion, the perfect
Valentine’s gift is one that requires
a combination of time and thought.

So, what’s better, Hallmark or
homemade? Well, that depends on
you. If you have the mindset that the
more you spend the more she’ll love
you, you probably shouldn’t be with
her. But, if the money’s in the bank,
and she’s all about the price tag …
go for it. If not, here are some tips on
how to win your special someone over
without digging into student loans.
Instead of taking her out to dinner, take the time to make her dinner. Taking her out gives her a reason to get all dolled up, but making
her dinner shows her that you’re
willing to take the risk of concocting a meal, with the possibility of
failure, just to make her happy.
If you plan on taking the card
route, definitely go with homemade.
Not only does it make the card more
personal, but also it’s more original.
They call it a Hallmark holiday for a
reason. Anyone can go to the store,
buy a card and sign their name. However, when a guy creates it, his girl
will know that she will be the only one
to receive it. Then there is the safety
net of giving chocolate or flowers.
Although cliché, it has the ability
to completely win her over. Granted,
the chocolates probably aren’t homemade and the flowers aren’t home
grown, but there’s just something
about them that says I love you. So
if you are drawing a blank and are
scared of burning your kitchen down
with homemade meals, this is a guaranteed way to send the message. After all, isn’t that what it’s all about?

Email your questions to msufeature@gmail.com

Multicultural Psychological Scholars
Organization Hosts Self-Help Workshops
Amanda Grace McElroy
Staff Writer

In November of 2009, the Multicultural Psychological Scholars Organization (MPS) received its charter from
Montclair’s Student Government Association. To announce and celebrate
their place among the SGA, MPS is
hosting a series of workshops and
events, which range from academic
advising to more cultural experiences,
such as movie showings and ethnic
eateries; all to further the advancement of its members and participants.
Started in 2007 by Dr. Milton Fuentes, MPS was a small club of 12 members
organized into a learning community
for their field of study. Dr. Fuentes has
an outstanding list of accomplishments
in the area of Latino American Psychological Studies to his name. Currently,
a professor of Psychology at Montclair

Psychology from the Graduate School of Applied
and Professional Psychology at Rutgers University. Fuentes is also one
of the founding members
of the Latino Psychological Association of New
Jersey, an organization
“committed to addressing
the psychological needs
of Latinos by supporting
psychologists and mental health professionals
through the advancement
of training, treatment, research and mentorship,
Photo Courtesy of Amanda McElroy
and by advocating for the
well-being of the Latino community.”
State University, Fuentes more than
Currently, MPS is comprised of 50
proves his qualifications with his Masactive members who are committed to
ter’s Degree in Psychology (concentracarrying out the organization’s mistion in Latino Mental Health), which he
sion, to “promote and embrace diverearned at MSU and a PhD. in Clinical

LAW SCHOOL STRATEGIES
Is law school in your future?
If so, Law School Strategies can help. Join us at a seminar to get an
insider’s perspective on what law school is really like. Come learn the
strategies and approaches to follow, and the tools and skills you’ll need to
navigate your way through law school.
For more information and to register, visit www.lawschoolstrategies.net.
Or call Alan Lewenstein, Esq., at 201-625-5429.

sity and equity in the field of psychology and grant a head start to those
wishing to attend graduate school,
by providing support and event programming,” said Kenny Benavidea,
the President of the organization.
MPS helps members recognize the
importance of tolerating and coexisting
with all members of the world around
us as a key skill needed to advance in
the world today and for the upcoming
future. Experts estimate that by 2025,
minorities will account for 25 percent of the United States population.
To assert their presence among our
campus, MPS is hosting a series of
events throughout this Spring semester that will be open to all who wish to
attend. All events will be held in Dickson Hall Room 279, beginning at 3:30
p.m. For a listing of the events and any
other information concerning the MPS
and its events, visit montclair.edu/mps.

The Law Ofﬁces of

Geoffrey T. Mott, P.C.
Serving the MSU Community throughout the State of NJ in ALL
Municipal and Superior courts.
Representing students and their families in all civil and criminal
matters, including immigration, family law, DUI’s,
trafﬁc violations, bankruptcy, personal
injury, landlord/tenant, debt and credit
related issues, and all other legal matters
impacting your family and the Community.
Saturday and evening appointments available.
MSU student-friendly rates

Tel: (973) 655-8989
Fax:(973) 655-0077

546 Valley Road
Upper Montclair, N.J. 07043

email: gmott@geoffreymottlaw.com
web: www.geoffreymottlaw.com
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Sudoku Korner
Puzzle #1 - Easy Puzzle #2 - Medium

The Montclarion’s New Game Initiative
New Game: Cryptograms
AGJHM HX K XBRLTW TZ
NKWSDUHDS’X MKB LSAKGXS PS
EKX UPS XTD TZ NSDGX, UPS
OTRKD FTM TZ WTNS KDM
LSKGUB. AGJHM HX LSWHSNSM
UT GXS RKFHAKW KOOTEX UT
KOTGXS ZSSWHDFX TZ WTNS.

Rules:
Each sentence is encrypted with a letter
substitution.
Decifer the true message in each
sentence. This puzzle is Valentine’s Day
related.
HINT:
At the beginning of the second line:
NKWSDUHDS’X = VALENTINE’S
Check back each week for another new
game to
The Montclarion.
Like it?
E-mail us at
msuproduction@gmail.com
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Breaking the
Fourth Wall

by:
John Maddi
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War Stories Performed
at
Kassler
Theater
Monologues of War Veterans Put Viewers in a Trance

Jon Reino|The Montclarion

Anthony Curry and Carrie Gibson perform at Kasser
Theater.
Jon Reino
Staff Writer

Actors and playwrights, Anthony Curry and Carrie Gibson,
came to the Alexander Kasser
Theater at Montclair State University to perform their play Into
The Fire on Feb. 5. It is a powerful and emotional play based
on the post-war lives of veterans
from every war.
As the two of them perform
their series of monologues taken
word for word from interviews
with real veterans, the entire
audience was put in a trancelike state watching this one of
a kind performance. The entire
play consisted completely of interviews that the writers/actors
conducted themselves of dozens

of veterans of every age.
Before the play began, the
President of Montclair State
University, Dr. Susan A. Cole,
came out to speak about the importance of programs like this.
She also introduced Senate Majority Leader Barbara Buono,
who also came on stage to say a
few words.
Shortly after, the actors approached the stage. Curry and
Gibson gave a short disclaimer
about the emotions people may
feel while watching the play,
and they were right to warn everyone.
From the first minute, they
began an intense back and forth
succession of lines which at first
do not seem to connect. Throughout the next 45 minutes, those

familiar lines are revealed to
be some of the more memorable parts of the most emotional
scenes mentioned in the beginning as a type of foreshadowing.
Many of the scenes show one actor being a veteran, speaking as
if the audience is interviewing
them, with the other actor playing multiple roles of spouses,
siblings, children, co-workers
and so on.
One scene shows Curry as a
Vietnam veteran who lost an
arm in the Battle for Hamburger
Hill, with Gibson as his wife.
This is surprisingly dynamic.
As you are drawn in by their
touching stories, it becomes easy
to forget that these two people
on stage are really just the same
two actors that have been there
all along, which works to their
advantage.
Mixed in through these first
hand accounts of post-traumatic
stress, physical handicaps and
loss of every kind, the actors

stand together and list quotes
from a website that is meant to
help people cope with post-traumatic stress. A section of this site
displays “Military Humor,” and
they quote lines, that at first will
make you chuckle. However once
it sinks in, you realize there is
a true disconnect between these
veterans and the bulk of society.
The clear message portrayed
by this play is that for the most
part these veterans just want
to be understood and accepted.
Some of them may have panic
attacks or sudden flash backs,
but they sacrificed themselves
for their country.
Now that they are back, they
sometimes feel used and unappreciated. This play was not a
political or anti-war message
by any means; they seeked to
inform people about the hardships our returning heroes face
in a culture that, at the moment,
does not know how to handle it.
As they describe it, it is less of a

political issue and more of a human issue. Once the play ended,
they opened the floor for an open
conversation with the audience.
The room full of veterans, students, faculty and even a few
out-of-towners roared to life to
share their appreciation for the
actors’ performance, mission and
commitment, as well as voice
their opinions on the subject.
The play was fantastic, as
were the actors’ performances.
Although the skill of the actors might have been dwarfed
by their message and the power
of the subject, it was in no way
overlooked.
Into The Fire is not only an entertaining piece that will captivate anyone who is lucky enough
to see it, but the message they
represent is universal and effects us all.
Next time Curry and Gibson
come to town, it is definitely
worth the trip to the theater, you
will not regret it.

Jon Reino|The Montclarion

Curry and Gibson recite monologues that moved the crowd (Left). A Discussion session
opens for the audience to speak out about various war related issues (Right).

THE WHO STILL GOT IT
The Who Performs at Super Bowl Halftime
Christina Romano
Staff Writer

What is there to say about The
Who’s performance on the Super
Bowl Sunday evening other than
“Wow.” Their stage set-up was
certainly a spectacle on its own;
laser graphics and optical tricks
with lights that
were all set up on
what could be seen
as a gigantic vinyl
record. The show
started quietly with
“Pinball
Wizard”
(off their rock-opera
album, Tommy), it
was a good build
up for what was to
come next.
With the opening
chords to one of the
band’s most popular songs “Baba
O’Reily”
kicking
in, it was clear
that this band was
not slowing down.
Ringo Starr’s son
took the late Keith
Moon’s place at the
drums, keeping the
rhythm on a clear
drum kit with cymbals adorned with
the famous symbol
of the band’s album
Quadrophenia. During the performance,
Pete Townsend displayed his famous
windmill
move
on the guitar and
jumped around like
he was still young.
In the last few
chords of the song,
lead singer Roger
Daltrey broke out
his harmonica in
place of the violin.

Going from one classic song
to another, The Who went into
what could be considered their
signature song “Who Are You.”
There is a reason this song is
a classic and the band’s most
popular and well known song;
Daltrey’s energy to sing the song
never dies, and Townsend seems

to put his soul into playing the
guitar on the song.
Seamlessly going into “See Me
Feel” from the Tommy soundtrack from “Who Are You,” the
band goes straight into singing
“Won’t Get Fooled Again.” The
song is electric from start to finish. The crowd can be heard sing-

ing along. The defining moment
of the song was when Daltrey
belted out his famous “yeeeeaaaaaahhhh” towards the end of
the song.
All around, the performance
was great. Yes, they are considered to be an aging rock band,
but when the first chords of their

songs come people get excited
and sing along to every word, no
matter how old they are. And yes,
there could have been a bit more
excitement, like, say, Townsend
smashing his guitar at the end.
In the papers leading up to
the Half-Time show, critics were
saying that CBS was playing it
safe by having The
Who perform when
really they were being smart. The Who’s
songs “Who Are You,”
“Won’t Get Fooled
Again” and “Baba
O’Reily” have been
the staple of CBS’s
prime time hit CSI
franchise. “Who Are
You” has been the
theme to CSI for ten
years; it is probably
the most recognizable
theme song on TV.
Each song fits perfectly into the theme
of each show; on CSI:
Miami, Horatio Cain
is never “fooled,” and
in CSI: NY, the characters do have to fight
for their meals and
put their backs into
their livings. CBS was
smart for putting the
band in the show; it
was added publicity
for their three biggest
shows.
A band once hailed
as the wildest and
loudest made an impact on a few generations that evening.
Their luster has never
dulled. Their energy
seems unending. The
Who is a band that
never ceases to amaze
and excite their audience.

John Pope|The Montclarion
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$2.5 Million Pays Off
Record Breaking Viewership for 2010 Super Bowl
Claudia Confoy
Staff Writer

that made no mention of abortion or prolife beliefs.
Some companies have received lots
of press, even though they didn’t spend
a cent on commercials. In what may be
considered anti-advertising, Pepsi decided that they would forgo buying any spots
during the Super Bowl and received more
free press than most of the companies that
shelled out the $2.5 million for 30 seconds
of air time. Pepsi decided not to run an
ad during the Super Bowl and is instead
spending money on the web-based Pepsi
Refresh Project.
While this was the first year that
Pepsi didn’t show in 23 years, this is Dr.
Pepper’s first Super Bowl commercial
ever (well, since its creation in 1885). Unfortunately, their dated use of the rock
group KISS and their Mini-Me characters
was not particularly funny or memorable.
Maybe next year, Dr. Pepper marketing
team.
While there were some chuckle-inducing ads, there were only a few that made
the viewers at home laugh out loud. An
informal poll after the game produced
only four ads that most agreed were
funny and worth the money the sponsors put out. Number four is the Snickers commercial featuring Betty White of
the Golden Girls, any commercial where
old people get tackled into mud puddles
is bound to get laughs. Number three is

$

the “Man’s Last Stand” ad for the Dodge
Charger, it features men with Michael C.
Hall’s voice-over telling the viewer everything they sacrifice for their girlfriends,
but that they won’t give up their choice
of car. Number two is, none other than,
the E-Trade babies, they’re cute, in highchairs and talk about investments and the
stock market. And Number one (and the
best of the night at our Super Bowl party)
was the home-made Doritos commercial,
where a protective son slaps his mother’s
new boyfriend after he takes one of the
boy’s Doritos. It was funny, simple, lowbudget and much more memorable than
the ads that cost the other companies millions to make.
So while millions of viewers watched
the Super Bowl this weekend, it’s a good
bet that they’ll be munching on Snickers
and Doritos while they’re trying to remember who actually won.

If you missed out on
the Super Bowl
commercials, check
them out! Visit
themontclarion.org!
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This past weekend, history was made:
Sunday’s Super Bowl had more viewers
than any other show on television. The
Neilson Company reports that 106.5 million people were glued to their sets; that’s
even more people than the Friends, Scrubs
and Sex and the City finales combined!
More than likely, by next weekend, half
the people that watched probably won’t
remember which two teams played (the
Saints and the Colts, just a reminder). So
why was everybody watching?
When I was younger, our family Super Bowl party was usually held at my
aunt and uncle’s house. There were lots
of people, lots of junk food, lots of beer,
lots adrenaline-pumped football-fanatics
screaming at the big screen T.V. and of
course, lots of betting. But the largest
pool wasn’t for who would win or what
would be the score; the big wagering was
reserved for the commercials. What would
be the first one after the kick-off; which
car company would have the first ad; what
the first talking animal would be. I would
always beg my mom for a dollar to add to
the pool, betting on Pepsi or Coke. Then
as I got older and realized that men watch
football and men like beer, I would bet for
Budweiser.
So for me and millions of others, the

commercials are still more important than
the actual game. It’s not just the people
watching who think so: this year, CBS sold
30-second commercial spots for between
$2.5 and $2.8 million dollars. And they
all got sold. Companies understand the
importance of airing a commercial during
the Super Bowl; I mean, it’s not every day
that you have 106.5 million people watching your ad, not to mention all the talk
around the water-cooler, Youtube hits and
press coverage (see today’s Montclarion).
Marketers have a huge opportunity to get
their name out; make a memorable commercial and hundreds of millions of people
will know your name, and hopefully buy
your product.
Before the Super Bowl even aired,
some commercials were already getting
press; most notably, one sponsored by
Focus on the Family, a Christian group
whose mission is to have people raise
their families according to Christian
values. The ad, featuring footballer Tim
Tebow and his mother, was getting a lot of
attention, because of it’s pro-life message.
The fact that the spot was essentially a
PSA, costing over $2 million and had no
product to see made it newsworthy. Most
of the news coverage of the ad before it
aired was concerning its controversial nature. Supporters and critics alike seemed
disappointed that the spot was not more
impactful. It was a low-key, humorous ad

Join Today and Bank the Healthy Way!
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hat would you call a financial institution that provides a natural

banking experience with all the services you need without additives
and fees that you don’t want? How would you describe a financial
institution with lower loan rates and better savings?

At North Jersey Federal we call it Organic Banking.
You’ll call it peace of mind.
4 Humane credit card rates
4 FREE* checking with interest plus FREE debit card
4 Mobile banking applications
4 28,000 Free ATMs including all 7-Eleven’s
4 Exclusive local merchant discounts through NJ Preferred
4 .25% off of auto loans
4 Open and maintain your account with a minimum of just $5
4 Requires e–statements

njfcu.org l 888.786.5328
*Minimum of 5 signature based transactions per month Deposits are
insured up to $500,000 through federal and ESI insurance.
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You are eligible for NJFCU membership if you live, work, worship or regularly conduct business in Passaic or Bergen Counties, or the underserved areas of Essex or Union Counties or the City of Newark.
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Interested in writing for The
Montclarion ?
Enjoy movies? TV? Music?
Plays? Artwork?

Pelican Playlist:

If so, contact Emily at:

Kristie!

MSUARTS@GMAIL.COM

Happy Birthday
Editor-in-Chief,
“Birthday Sex” by Jeremiah
Kulsoom Rizvi, News Editor

JUST A REMINDER!
There will be NO print
issue of The Montclarion
next week.
For next week’s
Art and Entertainment
Stories check out

themontclarion.org

“Surprise, Surprise” by Bruce Springsteen
Kristie Cattafi, Editor-in-Chief
“In Da Club” by 50 Cent
Mike Monostra, Assistant Sports Editor
“Birthday” by The Beatles
Emily Golloub, Arts & Entertainment Editor
“Its My Party” by Lesley Gore
Dinah Polk Assistant Feature Editor
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Child Care Wanted
Sitters Wanted. $12+
per hour. Babysitting,
housesitting,
petsitting. Register
free for jobs near
campus or home and
start earning extra
cash now! www.
student-sitters.com.

Babysitter needed
in Clifton. Includes
school pick up,
driving to activities,
preparing dinner and
laundry. Must have
own trans. 4-5 days
per week from 3-7.
Call 973 494-4050.

Seeking driver for
15 year old daughter
within Montclair. 1-2
hours per day. Must
be available 2:30pm
M-F. Must own car.
$15 per hour. Contact
Norman, norman_
basch@yahoo.com,
973 220-7211.

advertisements

msuproduction@gmail.com

Looking
for a
sitter?
Advertise
With Us!
Buy an ad
with The
Montclarion!
Contact
Kevin at:

Join us for

OpenHouse
OpenHouse
Graduate

Thursday,
February 25, 2010
5 - 7:30 p.m.

Position Yourself
for Your Future

Seton Hall University

● More than 120 world-class
graduate, post-graduate, certificate
and competitive online programs

Bishop Dougherty University Center
400 South Orange Avenue
South Orange, New Jersey

Register Now:

gradopenhouse.shu.edu

● Part- and full-time programs and
evening and weekend course offerings
● Convenient northern New Jersey
campus, only 14 miles from
New York City

Montclarionads
@gmail.com

Visit gradopenhouse.shu.edu
for a complete listing of our programs.

NEED HELP WITH TUITION COSTS?
APPLY NOW . . . for Montclair State University Alumni Association Scholarships!
The Montclair State University Alumni Association (MSUAA) offers scholarship
opportunities to current, undergraduate students who will be entering their sophomore
or junior year in September 2010. All awards are given in the form of tuition waivers
and will be applied to the 2010-2011 academic year.
MSUAA Scholarship Award recognizes student(s) who have maintained high
academic standards while actively involved in University and community activities.
A cumulative GPA of 3.25 is required.
MSUAA Service Award recognizes student(s) who have achieved high levels of
performance in service to the University and community, while maintaining strong academic proficiency.
MSUAA Carpe Diem Award acknowledges undergraduate student(s) who have had to overcome difficult
circumstances and adversity during the pursuit of their academic goals.
MSUAA Non-Traditional/Part-time Scholarship recognizes part-time student(s) who have
maintained high academic standards while actively involved in University and community activities. A cumulative
GPA of 3.25 is required.
Deadline for all of the above mentioned applications is Monday, March 8, 2010
Applications are available on line at: http://www.montclair.edu/Alumni/services/scholarships.html
Completed applications must be delivered to:
MSU Alumni Association C/O The Office of Alumni & Community Relations, College Hall Room 301
The MSUAA supports the Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity policy of the University.
These awards are made to students based on merit, regardless of race, creed, sex or national origin.
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Graduate Programs
That Open Doors

Attend our Graduate Open House on February 21 to learn more.
Getting ahead at work is all about learning and applying new skills, new knowledge, and new
perspectives. Montclair State offers graduate degrees and certificate programs in 100 innovative,
real-world programs of study that are designed to enhance your career.
At our open house, you’ll have the opportunity to:
• Learn more about our graduate programs
• Speak with program faculty
• Attend a workshop on financial aid
• Learn about preparing for graduate school
Visit montclair.edu/graduate for all the details.

GRADUATE
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, February 21, 2010
12:00-3:00 p.m.
University Hall
7th Floor
Register Online
montclair.edu/graduate

1 Normal Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07043 • 973-655-5147 • montclair.edu/graduate
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Campus Dining: What’s Your
Beef?
0

Lou Cunningham | The Montclarion

A

sk any student what they
think of the food on campus, and they’ll probably
shrug their shoulders and recall
the last time they got food poisoning from the campus sushi or Red
Hawk Diner’s hockey-puck burgers and cold French fries.
The latest investigative piece
in the news section sheds some
light on campus dining; both the
high prices and low quality. And
it looks like this is not about to
change any time soon.
The university just renewed
their contract with Sodexo; the

company that’s been providing food
to everyone’s favorite eating establishments on campus for the past
eight years.
That means more $5 tasteless
beef meteors and cold, deep-fried
chicken strips from the Student
Center cafeteria.
And it’s not even like we’re getting quality food. If it were worth the
money and if there were a variety of
meals to choose from, then it might
not be as painful. But when your
best dinner options come out of a
vending machine, you can’t help but
be disgusted.

Vegetarians and anyone who
gives a flying fig about their general health and well-being, arguably,
have it the worst. Is dining’s idea
of “healthy eating” soggy chicken
Caesar wraps drenched in creamy
dressing?
Everyone jokes about how college
food, for the most part, is always
bad. But it doesn’t have to be this
way! Other universities like Kean
and NJIT, use Gourmet Dining. It
is still unclear as to why Sodexo was
the choice for Montclair’s dining.
And why, even with protests from
students, is the contract renewed?

It looks like MSU is trying to
cut corners by choosing Sodexo. It’s
not just you. Prices increase about a
percentage every year. That annual
increase is included in the contract.
The campus is surrounded by
Sodexo’s competition. Restaurants
and diners line the road up to
Bloomfield Avenue, which has dozens of places to graze. As the article points out, the prices are often
comparable to or better than those
offered on campus. At least, at one
of the diners on Route 3, you’ll get
your burger within the hour, which
is more than you can say for the Red

Hawk Diner.
If anything, food on campus
should be competitively priced. The
food supplier should offer students
something more than salty soups
and fried chicken.
For residents who are stuck with
the meal plan and have flex and red
hawk dollars to spend, they often
must resort to eating on campus.
It would be great to say, “I’ll just
go somewhere else.” But if you’re on
campus on a weekend without a car,
there’s not much you can do.
Nevertheless, the university
seems to be smitten with Sodexo.
- KM

GO TO THEMONTCLARION.ORG FOR
								
NEW ARTICLES NEXT WEEK
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- Blackboard 9 Reviewed
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- Bookstore Alternatives
Issue:

Thumbs Up to Saints winning the Superbowl!
Thumbs Down to the end of the hockey season.
Thumbs Up to the year of the tiger!
Thumbs Down to

J.D. Salinger’s death.

-
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Blackboard 9: Nothing to Write Home About
Student Reviews New Version of Blackboard: It’s Nice but Not Radical

W

e’ve all
heard that MSU
is making the
switch from the
old internet systems to a brandnew, interconnected one that
will make life
better.
This
semester, MSU
is testing out the
Katie Winters
new Blackboard
Assistant Copy c o m p o n e n t ,
Editor
Blackboard 9, to
see if it really will
make life better.
Through one of my classes I have gotten to
use Blackboard 9, and it’s good.
Blackboard 9 is very similar to the
Blackboard we know and love, at least externally; I personally know nothing of the programming that went into creating the new
site.
It has frames that hold classes, announcements, etc. and tabs which have the library,
community and iTunes U.
On the down side, the frames are no longer
simply text based, and this slows down the
overall loading time.
There are also no Bursar or Registrar
announcements, which is not such a bad
thing, but may very well change when everyone is switched to Blackboard 9. Blackboard
9 does have an extensive list of modules that
students can choose to include on your homepage, and it also has a To Do and Calendar
module that are updated by assignments
professors post on the site. Overall it’s nice.
Once you go to look at a course, the setup,
again, has the same format as the current
Blackboard site. It looks a little better, but it’s
the same idea.

However, because of the new programming, load time is much faster. If you’re
going from course material to your grades,
it isn’t a whole page loading. Grades can
now show up as its own item in the menu,
instead of forcing students to go through
tools or communication to find the function;
the same goes for email.
Of course, there still is a tools section
with a lot of useful options for classes.
Students can also change the view of the
different areas made available by the professor in a class’s module, so students don’t
even need to go to the tools page to find the
discussion board.
Classes can now also have blogs. We
still have our good, old fashioned discussion
boards, but, in addition, there are also blogs
for classes to function online.
The only thing is that, apparently, if the
professor enables students to edit or delete
comments, students can delete any of the
comments, not just their own. This tends to
lead to professors disabling the function, so
it’s time to proofread.
I’m not sure how much control professors
have over the view they present to their
classes, but it seems to be quite a lot; again
good.
Instead of having to search for something
you’ll be using daily, the professor can just
put it on the menu, making it much easier to
find and remember.
Overall, Blackboard 9 is nice. It’s nothing groundbreaking, and it’s also nothing to
worry about. It looks a bit better, and a few
things have been improved for easier use. 		
Hopefully everything goes as planned,
and we will all be able to use this new version soon.

Katie Winters, an English major, is in her first year
as an assistant copy editor for The Montclarion.

The Roomie Exchange

H

ave
you ever been
woken up in
the middle of
the night by
your drunken
roommate?
Does
your
roommate
Lori Wieczorek always leave
Assistant opinion their things
lying around
editor
the room?
Is
your
roommate inconsiderate? Have you ever
been “sexiled” from your own room? Do you
even get along with your roommate? These
are some of the questions that you should be
asking yourself.
Towards the beginning of each semester,
there is an opportunity for the disgruntled
college student to switch their room. The
prospect of switching rooms is not always
guaranteed, but is it even worth it?
There are certain factors someone should
consider before making the decision to abandon their room for a new one. Most people
don’t handle conflict very well, so when a
problem arises with their roommate, they
don’t really know how to deal with it. As
awkward as it might be, try to talk with your
roommate. They might not even be aware of
their annoying habits.
Currently, I have two roommates and a
severe lack of space. We are all completely
different people with varying interests but
we seem to coexist peacefully. In order to
achieve roommate enlightenment I had to
continuously remind myself of the facts.
I no longer had my own room, two other
people lived with me, and we were all equally entitled to our own strange practices. My
room was their home as well. Don’t get me
wrong; I’m not saying that I don’t have any
complaints about my roommates.
Believe me, I do, but the prospect of
abandoning the people I harmoniously live

with to take a chance on different college
students is a bit unnerving.
Roommate horror stories are, by no
means, abnormal in college. I’ve lost count
of how many people have told me how ‘terrible’ their roommate is. Take a moment to
realize that if you do decide to switch your
room, you might get someone else’s horrendous roommate. Honestly, it’s a 50/50
chance.
Sure, you might get lucky and wind up
with someone who ‘just had to get away from
their old roommate.’ But then again, you
might end up with the inconsiderate, obnoxious, dirty, rejected roommate.
I can’t help but mention another room
swap trap you could fall into. What if your
new roommate is the type of person that
expects too much? What if there was absolutely nothing wrong with their last roommate? Instead, they are the culprits. The
anal, controlling, perfectionist, tyrant roommate. The way I see it, you would have to be
really very desperate to want to switch your
roommate.
For argument’s sake, let’s just say that
you did go through with the roommate swap.
Imagine waiting for the elevator after class
and seeing your old roommate, the epitome
of awkward encounters.
You are forced to engage in small talk,
but in the back of your mind you acknowledge the fact that your ex-roommate knows
that you do not like them.
There is something unsettling about
being friendly to someone who knows you
despise him or her. Besides, think about all
that time you have spent getting to know
your old roommate.
After an entire semester of daily small
talk and habit association, you would have
to start all over again.
My advice is to stick it out for the year,
but if this is simply not possible, then beware
of the rejected roommate.

Lori Wieczorek is an English major in her first year
as a columnist for The Montclarion.

MSU Bookstore, Where Do You Get Off?

Student Finds Ways to Avoid Ridiculous Mark-ups at the Bookstore

W

hat do
car payments,
phone
bills,
and housing
rent all have in
common? They
all cost less
than buying
your books at
the University
Bookstore. It is
Vanessa
a sad statistic,
Hargreaves
but it is true.
Staff Writer
For that reason,
more and more
students are choosing to buy their textbooks
from online stores that won’t charge them
an arm and a leg and only give you back an
eighth of the price you paid for them.
I would like to just say that for starters,
freshmen should be aware of the University
Bookstore and know the truth about buying
books for class. Everyone that I’ve spoken
to has recalled that eerie day when they
walked into the bookstore a week before

classes started and bought every single
book that was said to be “required.” My first
bill for books was a whopping $400 dollars,
while my other friend’s was $650. It was not
like I even had that many books, at most I
had purchased five. I have learned my lesson, since then, to never buy all my books
from there again.
At the time, I could not understand why
my books were so expensive, they were just
average textbooks you would get in High
School, and some were as tiny as a novel.
However, when it came time to sell back your
books, I was relieved, for I thought I would
receive a decent amount back — boy was I
sadly mistaken.
Then it hit me one day to actually look
up some of my books online the following
semester, considering my total at the bookstore would have been well over $550. To my
surprise, the same books purchased from
Amazon.com only totaled to $100-150. That
is at least a $400 dollar savings — why didn’t
I do this sooner? But more importantly, why
does our University Bookstore have to rip off
all the students when, clearly, the books they
sell could cost so much less somewhere else?

It was the most ironic last semester when
I had purchased two books off of Amazon.
com, returned them to the bookstore and
actually made profit off of them! It just
proves that you can get your money back for
your books and then some.
Recently, I had forgotten to buy a novel for
a class. I unwillingly went to the bookstore
to purchase it, since I did not have enough
time to wait for it to be shipped. Being an
English major, I had noticed that most of the
books I needed were novels and that when
comparing prices of them on Amazon versus
the University Bookstore, there was only a
few dollars difference.
Thus, I figured the novel I needed would
not be overpriced, but of course, this was not
the case. The novel was $23.95 at the bookstore, and I bought it, despite the rip off. I
went online after I got home to a site called
Abebooks.com, only to find that the same
book was listed for $1.50 plus $4 shipping. I
was so angry with the price I had to pay that
I came up with a fictitious, yet genius plan to
get back at the bookstore. Since you only get
two business days to return your textbooks
from the bookstore, my fictitious plan was

to return the book after two days and then
re-purchase it whenever I needed it again. It
would be like a vicious cycle, but technically
it would work, and I would not be paying a
ridiculous price.
Luckily, I have a better plan of action
for students to follow when they are buying
textbooks for their classes. One, be smart
and wait for your teachers to tell you what
books you do and do not need. Two, save
yourself thousands of dollars and spend the
extra 10 minutes looking up your textbooks
online; even get the older editions when possible, since they are cheaper. Or, you could
even rent your textbooks off of Chegg.com or
download an e-book version. Three, sell your
books back to the bookstore if you will actually get a good price for them, otherwise sell
them online for a potential profit on a site
such as eBay.com.
Finally, avoid the University Bookstore
for all of your textbook needs at all costs,
because you deserve to keep your hardearned money.

Vanessa Hargreaves, an English major, is in her
first year as a staff writer for The Montclarion.
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The Montclarion will not be in print next
week ... BUT:

Log on to www.themontclarion.org for all of your
Red Hawk sports news and updates.
While you’re there...
Check out our brand new sports blog:
The Montclarion Sports Chronicles.
“It’s the final word on sports.”
Playoffs
Continued from page 24

Feb. 13.
The South division of the men’s NJAC
is anything but clear-cut. With three conference games remaining, three teams
(Rowan, Richard Stockton, Kean) are
within 1.5 games of each other for the
top spot, with Rowan currently at the top
at 6-4. The heated race between these
teams is just warming up, with Rowan
playing Richard Stockton on Feb. 13 and
Kean on Feb. 15. Richard Stockton and
Kean face off on Feb. 10 to determine
which team is better prepared to the take
on the top ranked Profs.
The competitive season for the women
has brought about some great individual

and team statistics. Kean dominates the
NJAC in 14 of 19 team stat categories for
the season.
Our Red Hawks lead the conference in
free throw percentage, shooting nearly
70 percent from the line. This could play
to their advantage, as the tournament
looms over the horizon and the competition gets turned up a notch.
Guard Jamilee Pflug leads the team
in the free throw percentage with 77
percent, good for fifth in the conference.
Forward Kisandra Ayanbeku has consistently made her name known this season, averaging a double-double with 16.1
points per game, second to only Rowan’s

Amanda Jennings and third in rebounds
per game with 10.4.
Guard Jackie Berry is second in the
NJAC with 5.27 assists per game, and
forward Catherine Cristino is the conference’s top three-point shooter, shooting
an impressive 48 percent from beyond
the arc.
The NJAC Men’s teams are also showing decent numbers this season. Ramapo
is the conference’s top scoring team,
putting up 81.5 points per game, with
sophomore LaQuan Peterkin leading the
conference with 17.1. Montclair State’s
aggressive defense lead them to the conference — a leading 4.82 blocks per

game, with senior forward Daniel McRae
topping all other players with 2.45 blocks
per game. The Red Hawks also lead the
NJAC with a plus 4.68 turnover margin.
The season is not quite over yet,
but the time for putting your tournament bids in is just right around the
corner. A lot of questions have yet to be
answered, and both the Men and Women
are focused more than ever. Come Feb.
20, the excited spectators of the competitive NJAC will finally see who steps on
the court as an NCAA tournament challenger and who leaves the court the best
of the best.

FEB. 7 - JULY 25, 2010
Rose Piper, Slow Down Freight Train (detail), 1946-47, oil on canvas, Ackland Art Museum,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Copyright © Rose Piper, 1946.

T

he first exhibition to
explore the artistic legacy
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund,
which awarded stipends
to hundreds of African
American artists, writers, and
scholars from the late 1920s
through the 1940s.
The show presents the
artistic products of that
support, featuring over
60 paintings, sculptures,
and works on paper
by Rosenwald Fellows.
Organized by the
Spertus Museum.

R

elated exhibitions:
Exploring Identities:
African American Works from
the Collection and Martin
Puryear Prints: Selections
from the JPMorgan Chase
Art Collection.

MSU STUDENTS:

The exhibition was made possible by a generous grant from the Terra Foundation for American Art.
Major project support was also provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, the Righteous Persons Foundation, and The Judith
Rothschild Foundation.
A Force for Change: African American Art and the Julius Rosenwald Fund is presented at the Montclair Art Museum with major support
from JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Show this ad and receive half-price admission to the Museum.
Valid through July 25, 2010. Must show student I.D.
Not to be combined with any other offer.
One person per ad.

3 South Mountain Ave. Montclair, NJ 07042 (973) 746-5555 montclairartmuseum.org
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Brees Dominates Marquee Quarterback Matchup
Saints Win First Super Bowl as Fans Finally have Reason to Celebrate
Jake Del Mauro
Staff Writer

So another season of the NFL is in the
books.
The Saints went marching away with
their first Super Bowl title and the monkey of big game troubles has jumped back
on Peyton Manning’s back.
How did we come to this? What led up
to the biggest win for every player on the
Saint’s sideline?
Let’s break it down and recap.
1. Drew Brees.
If you don’t know, now you know.
Brees cemented himself as the best
quarterback in the league throughout
these playoffs. In his three games during
this postseason against the Cardinals,
Vikings and Colts, not only did Brees
beat three future Hall-of-Fame quarterbacks, but he had eight touchdowns and
zero interceptions. He was 71-102 for 732
yards and, not to mention, won the MVP
of the big game. Both Manning and Brees
had relatively the same statistics, except
in the INT column.
2. The last 8:14 of the second quarter.
The Saints took over from their own
28 with 8:14 left in the first half. After
throwing an incomplete pass on first and
10, Brees connected with Pierre Thomas
for seven yards, followed by a 13-yard
pass to Marques Colston. Brees had four
more completions and had the Saints at
the three-yard line.
What happened next; a penalty pushing them to the eight, then a run to the
one, followed by the Colts ‘D’ stuffing the
Saints at the goal line on back-to-back
plays. The Colts played it conservative
and ran the ball, however they left time
on the clock for the Saints, and were
forced to punt.
The Saints kicked a field goal to pull
within four, 10-6, before half. Why was
this important? To some, it showed the
Saints had guts by going for it on fourth

and one.
It also showed some insecurity on the
Colts end. All season they let Manning
throw, letting the general lead. However,
they chose to run and gave the Saints
good field position for a late field goal.
This gave the Saints some momentum,
and they came out firing with the onside
kick to start the second half.

game was a sight for the city’s sore eyes.
There isn’t a better guy than Drew Brees
to win the MVP and to help pick up the
city of New Orleans.
This Super Bowl was the most watched
TV program ever, beating the season
finale of M*A*S*H. This game will go
down as one of the better games of all
time.
For New Orleans, it was thebest ever.

3. Reggie Wayne.
Where were you? You had
five catches for 46 yards, but
your dropped passes and poor
route running plagued the team.
Maybe South Beach got to him. Or
maybe Tracey Porter.
4. Coaching.
Sean Payton is to Vince Lombardi as
Jim Caldwell was to Jim Fassell. Payton
made one of the gutsiest calls ever in
Super Bowl history with that onside kick.
When the Colts got the ball, there was a
high likelihood that Manning would force
a score. But thanks to Hank Baskett’s
stone hands, the Saints got the ball back
and the rest was history. Jim Caldwell
looks the same if his team is up by 10 or
down by 10. Is he the coach, or Manning
(and that is a completely serious question)?
5. The city of New Orleans.
Forget the football for a minute. This
city has gone through so much, to see the
celebration on Bourbon Street after the

Photo Illustration by Nelson DePasquale
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Cristino Cements Her Name in MSU History
Red Hawks’ Star Forward Scores 1,000 Points in Her Career
Robert Aitken
Production Editor

There was buzz around the Panzer
Athletic Center on Feb. 3. The Scarlet
Raiders of Rutgers-Newark were coming
to play the women’s basketball team.
With a win, Montclair State would just
about clinch a berth in the conference
tournament. Much of the discussion,
however, was about one specific player.
Catherine Cristino was five points shy of
one thousand in her college career.

“People kept telling me that I needed
a lay-up and a three-pointer,” said the
senior forward. “That’s exactly what happened.” Cristino accomplished the lay-up
part with a jumper four minutes into the
game that gave the Red Hawks a quick
eight point lead.
Already up 12, Cristino connected on
a three-pointer with exactly six minutes
remaining in the opening half. Now with
a lead of 15, coach Karen Harvey called
a timeout after the basket for Cristino
to receive her recognition. “I never take
myself too seriously, even in practice,”

Jillian Keats l The Montclarion

Red Hawk senior forward Catherine Cristino became the 15th
player in woman’s basketball history to score 1,000 points.

Cristino said.
Described by teammates as modest,
Cristino was unsure how to deal with the
moment of becoming just the 15th woman
in MSU history to achieve the feat. “She
just kept telling us how embarrassed
she was about it,” said teammate Kara
Burnham. “I think we were more excited
about it than she was.”
Burnham is also Cristino’s roommate
and best friend. Coupled with fellow
senior Jackie Berry, the trio has been
very close in their four-year stint at
Montclair State. “All three of us are so
close,” Burnham said. “I think it shows
on the court.”
The Colt’s Neck High School star chose
Montclair State over scholarship offers
from some small-name Division I schools.
“I enjoyed the environment around here,”
Cristino said. “I wasn’t really interested
in those other places.”
Cristino’s 21 blocks this season give
her 116 in her career, surpassing former
teammates and protégés Ferin Catlett
and Stephanie Machin, who were both
seniors when Cristino was just a freshman. “They both made me into a better
player,” Cristino said. “I became stronger. I didn’t like to get hit, and I became
tougher.”
Cristino, who sees herself as “a post
player with the heart of a guard,” is the
only player in MSU history to be ranked
in the top 15 in points, blocks and threepoint field goals made.
While her 1,045 points places her
in 13th place presently, Cristino currently stands as the schools sixth highest
in blocked shots (116) and second alltime in three pointers made (83). These
accomplishments are all for a woman
who broke her foot during her freshman
year.
This season may be the best measure
of Cristino’s all-around skill. With an
average of 14.1 points per game, Cristino
is second on the team in points, leads
with 21 blocks, third on the team with
31 steals and has a field goal percentage
just under 50 percent.
In the previous three seasons, the
Red Hawks have appeared in two ECAC
tournaments, winning the championship
in the 2006-07 season. Last season saw

a division title for Montclair State, but
no postseason appearance. This season
has included the NJAC becoming a major
power in Division III women’s basketball.
Two teams, Kean and William Paterson,
are ranked in the top eight of the country.
“We played both teams and were
close,” Cristino said. “We think we have
what it takes to beat them.” Montclair
State expects to be tested once again by
both. On Saturday, the team travels to
William Paterson to take on their rivals,
the Pioneers. If the team can manage a
first round victory in the NJAC tournament, likely against Richard Stockton
or TCNJ, the Red Hawks will travel to
Union for the semifinal round against the
Kean Cougars.
As for Cristino’s place in Montclair
State history, statistics may show her
to be one of the best forwards in school
history. “I’d like to think that I’ll be
remembered as a good all-around player.”
Cristino’s point total will not reach that of
legendary Red Hawk Carol Blazejowski’s
3,199 points, but in the words of her
teammate Burnham, “She’s up there.”

Photo Courtesy of Sports Information

Senior Catherine Cristino is currently 13th on the women’s basketball’s all-time points list.
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The “Superfan” Shares His Story
Dan Eahardt
Staff Writer

I’ve been asked by The Montclarion to
write a “farewell” piece. Not that what
I did is anything special; I was just the
loudest most of the time.
I’ve spent the better part of the last
four years of my time here at Montclair
State running under the pseudonym of
“The SuperFan.” I’m the guy who went to
all of the MSU ‘hawkey’ games to yell and
scream and make a general tool of myself
for the majority of the time. I’m the guy
that sent you too many Facebook event
invites that you’ve probably repeatedly
ignored. That’s cool though, I’d start tuning them out after the 47th message too.
Without fail, you could have found
me in the stands of that ice rink we
have on campus, that you never go to,
pretty much every weekend, screaming
my head off something fierce about a pair
of socks. My rallying cry of “whose socks
are these?!” has inspired a Hockey team
to victory on numerous occasions, while
simply driving the opposition batty.
Case in point: because of my over-thetop personal brand of fan-hood, on separate occasions, a woman – who was easily
in her late 80’s — wanted to fight me in
the parking lot of Floyd Hall Arena. I’ve
gotten into shouting matches with 12
year-olds. When it comes to being “The
SuperFan,” I have no shame. I am kind of
committed to this, or should be committed … I’m not sure about how that saying
goes, exactly.
Now, please don’t read this article and
think “Wow, this guy is full of himself,”
because, actually I am, but that’s not the

point. I’ve spent four years doing this
whole “SuperFan” thing and have relished every second. I’ve seen some pretty
neat things by way of sports moments
and just general memories from crazy
nights with friends. It’s been a heck of a
ride, to say the least.
I’m very humbled by the fact that in
many ways, I was silently elected to be
the “conductor” in the chorus of crazy
fans that so closely surrounded me. It’s
a really neat feeling to be able to coax
a large amount of people into screaming
“Willy P’s socks!” That feeling never lost
its novelty.
I’ve heard from the first second I
stepped onto this campus way back in
2006 that MSU was a “suitcase school,”
and that anything outside of academic
realm was severely under attended and
neglected. There wasn’t a single sport,
aside from the one Homecoming football
game, that could muster any sustained
interest from the student population.
Believe it or not, I have witnessed a
certain social phenomenon that others
at this very institution have insisted is
dead: school spirit.
Currently, on select Friday and
Saturday nights at this very institution,
you could take a trip down to Floyd Hall
Arena and see close to 500 Red Hawk
Faithfuls packing, flocking, if you will,
the stands, rabidly cheering on our very
own “Hawkey” team.
And now, I sit here four years later
and look back to see a living, breathing
school related social event on many students’ weekly calendars. Going to a MSU
ice hockey game is a thing to do nowadays. This “Hawkey” team has provided

so much entertainment and excitement
for students that it has actually made
kids stay here on the weekends. What a
novel idea, not going home on the weekends!
The “Hawkey” games have granted
MSU students here a reason to actually care about their school. It could be
the sheer exhilaration that the game of
ice hockey is able to provide, or maybe
just an excuse to gather with a bunch of
friends and scream near-obscenities for
three hours.
For whatever the reason may be, I’m
simply proud to be able to say that I’ve
had a small part in this entire happening
that is about 4,000 times bigger than I
could have ever imagined. I could have
gone to every game by myself and yelled
like a jerk, but it wouldn’t have meant
anything. I was lucky enough to happen
upon like-minded people on this campus
that were looking to have a good time.
And a good time was had by all. When
that arena is packed to the gills with 500
students, you’d swear the electricity in
the building could power the surrounding
towns.
To the graduating seniors on this
year’s team, congratulations, good luck
and thank you for being able to provide
so many memories for so many of us. It’s
been nothing short of amazing to watch
you guys do what you do.
And to anybody and everybody who’s
ever made the trip to Floyd Hall Arena
to check out a “Hawkey” game: thank
you. Thank you for caring enough about
this school to go out and actually have a
good time, and being persistent enough
to go back and do it over and over again.

Who’s Hot This Week
Ashley Vallone
Freestyle — Women’s Swimming
Vallone earned the NJAC Rookie of the Week after
winning the 50, 100 and 200-yard freestlye races in the
Red Hawks victory over William Paterson.

Kisandra Ayenbeku
Forward — Women’s Basketball
Ayenbeku was the NJAC Player of the Week after scoring 27 points and adding nine rebounds in the Red
Hawks win over Ramapo on Saturday.

Chris Lee
Breaststroke — Men’s Swimming
Lee was named NJAC Swimmer of the Week after winning the 100 and 200-yard breastroke as well as the 200yard individual medley in the Red Hawks win against
William Paterson.

23

sports

Men’s Basketball
		
North

NJAC

Overall

10 - 0

21 - 1

Ramapo

7-4

17 - 6

RU-Newark

7-4

17 - 6

NJCU

4-6

12 - 10

MSU

3-8

10 - 12

Rowan

6-4

15 - 6

Stockton

5-4

15 - 6

Kean

5-5

8 - 13

TCNJ

4-6

12 - 9

RU-Camden

0 - 10

5 - 16

WPU

South

This Week
2/13 @ WPU
2/15 vs. NJCU
2/16 vs. CCNY

3 p.m.
8 p.m.
7 p.m.

Last Week
2/6 Ramapo 82, MSU 62

Women’s Basketball
		

NJAC

Overall

WPU

9-1

21 - 1

MSU

8-3

14 - 8

NJCU

3-7

7 - 15

Ramapo

2-9

9 - 14

RU-Newark

2-9

7 - 15

Kean

10 - 0

21 - 1

Rowan

7-3

14 - 7

Stockton

5-4

11 - 10

TCNJ

5-5

12 - 10

RU-Camden

0 - 10

2 - 18

North

South

This Week
2/13 @ WPU
2/15 vs. NJCU

1 p.m.
6 p.m.

Last Week
2/6 MSU 74, Ramapo 58

Swimming & Diving
		

NJAC

Overall

4-0

9- 1

Rowan

3-1

5-4

Ramapo

2-2

7-2

MSU

1-3

6-5

WPU

0-4

7-5

TCNJ

4-0

8-1

Rowan

3-1

4-4

MSU

2-2

5-5

Ramapo		

1-3

5-6

WPU 		

0-4

9-5

Men’s
TCNJ

Women’s

This Week
End of Regular Season

Game of the Week
Women’s Basketball
Feb. 15, 6 p.m.
Panzer Athletic Center
vs. New Jersey City
The Red Hawks wrap up their
conference schedule and prepare for the postseason as
they take on New Jersey City.

Last Week
Men’s — MSU 179, WPU 119
Women’s — MSU 161 WPU 119

Ice Hockey
SECHL

Overall

WPU

10 - 2 - 0

22 - 7 - 0

Siena

7-3-1

14 - 9 - 2

Marist

7-4-0

14 - 6 - 0

UNH

6-4-1

12 - 9 - 1

CCSU

6-4-0

15 - 9 - 2

MSU

5-6-2

15 - 9 - 3

NYU

1-9-0

12 - 12 - 0

Holy Cross 1 - 11 - 0

1 - 10 - 0

This Week
2/12 @ Boston College
2/13 @ Siena

7:30 p.m.
TBA

Last Week
No Games Played

Women’s Basketball:
Catherine Cristino
p. 22

Superfan Dan
Shares Hawkey
Memories
p. 23

Super Bowl XLIV
Recap
p. 22

MSUSports@gmail.com

NJAC Playoff Picture Almost in Focus
Nationally Ranked Teams Battle to Become NJAC Chanpions
Kris Hunte
Staff Writer

Sheer dominance, disappointments and one airtight division: these are just a few of the
aspects involved in this season’s
NJAC for both the Women’s
and Men’s Basketball teams. As
the regular season prepares for
its curtain call, all speculations
and predictions start to catch
fire from the spectators.
So who will win the NJAC
Tournament? For the men, will
it be William Paterson, the clear
favorites with a perfect 10-0
record in the conference with
only three games remaining?
Or will this season’s preseason
favorite to win it all, Richard
Stockton, live up to their expectations, regardless of their surprising 5-4 record in the conference?
In regards to their success
this season and possible playoff
implications, William Paterson
head coach Jose Rebimbas
commented, saying: “We have
always built our team on defense
and toughness. As you know the
NJAC is one of the most competitive conferences in the country, and therefore, very hard to
predict the future with so many
talented players in the conference, and the unbelievable job
that each coach does, it makes
it very difficult to think beyond
the next game.”
The intensity is just as
intense within the Women’s

competition. The struggle for
number one this season continues between the Kean Cougars
(who are 10-0 and lead the conference in points per game, 78,
and points allowed per game,
50) and the Pioneers of William
Paterson, whom are 9-1 in the
NJAC, their only loss to the
aforementioned Cougars.
WPU head coach Erin
Monahan commented on the
battle, “[The Cougars] lead the
conference overall with our loss
to them. We hopefully won’t see
them until the conference finals;
and if we do, at that point, hopefully we’ll be as prepared as we
could for the game ahead.”
Of course, we can’t forget our
very own Red Hawks, who are
a strong 8-3 in the conference
and currently on a three-game
winning streak. Their final conference games are against New
Jersey City University (3-7),
and the finale is against the
9-1 WPU Pioneers on Saturday,
Feb. 13 in Panzer Gym.
The men of Montclair State
have struggled during the new
year to win games within the
division, going 1-8 in the NJAC,
3-8 overall. The Red Hawks
have only two more games left
within the conference, going up
against NJCU this Wednesday.
They cap their regular season in
the conference matchup against
the currently undefeated WPU
Pioneers at home on Saturday,
Mike Zawadzki l The Montclarion

Playoffs Continued on page 23

Rutgers-Newark, in action here against Montclair State, will be one of the
contenders for the NJAC men’s basketball title.

Swimming Sweeps Past William Paterson
Mike Monostra
Assistant Sports Editor

Montclair State swimming
closed out their conference
schedule in dominating fashion
on Saturday, as both the men’s
and women’s team cruised over
William Paterson. The men’s
team won 179-119, while the
women’s final score was a 161119 victory. It was the men’s
largest victory of the season and
the women’s second largest.
The Red Hawks also swept
three of the four NJAC awards
for the week, as sophomore
Chris Lee won the NJAC Men’s
Swimmer of the Week and two
freshmen, Michael Smith, from
the men’s team, and Ashley
Vallone, from the women’s
team, each won NJAC Rookie of
the Week. It was Smith’s second
Rookie of the Week this season
and Vallone’s fifth.
Lee and Smith were both
huge in the men’s victory on
Saturday, as Lee won three
individual team races and a
team relay while Smith won
two individual heats. The Red
Hawk men were in danger of
falling short in the first race of
the afternoon, due to the 200meter medley relay, but freshman Zak Westerberg put up a
furious charge on the last leg to
grind out a victory.
“The 200-medley relay is
what set the tone,” said Lee.

“The outstanding swims got
everyone amped up, and we just
used that energy in the water.”
Smith followed that up by easi-

late in the meet. Senior Sean
Chambrovich cruised to victory
in the 200- yard backstroke, Lee
followed with a victory in the

they ran the table from the outset. In the first event, 200-yard
medley relay, the Red Hawks
had two teams in the top two

Photo Courtesy of Sports Information

Junior Jessica Patalano was a key factor in helping the Red Hawks defeat
William Paterson on Saturday.
ly winning the 1,000-meter freestyle with a time of 10:37 to give
the Red Hawks an early lead.
William Paterson would
storm back, winning six of the
next seven events, the lone
MSU win in that streak being
Lee’s victory in the 100-yard
backstroke. However, with the
Pioneers holding a small lead,
the Red Hawks stormed back

200-yard breaststroke and sophomore Sean French managed to
edge out one of the Pioneers’
top swimmers, Jeremy Lim, to
win the 100-yard butterfly. The
Red Hawks would sweep the top
three in the 200-yard medley to
clinch the victory, their first in
the NJAC this season.
The women had little trouble
putting away the Pioneers, as

spots to give them a huge 13-4
points advantage from the outset.
Junior Galina Loutchouk and
senior Jessica Patalano would
follow with a one-two finish in
the 1,000-yard freestyle, while
freshmen Vallone and Jacky
Moe finished one-two in the
200-yard freestyle. By the time
that William Paterson had a

swimmer win a race in the fifth
women’s event, the 100-yard
breaststroke; the Red Hawks
had amassed a huge 64-29 lead.
Out of all 16 events for the
women, the Red Hawks had a
swimmer finish in first in ten of
them, including ten of the first
13 events. MSU only fell short
in the short distance breaststroke races, the two diving
events and the final two events.
Vallone helped guide the team
with wins in the 50, 100 and
200-yard freestyle races. The
Red Hawk women outscored the
Pioneers 39-18 in those races,
with Vallone earning 27 of those
points.
The Red Hawks will have some
time off before their final event
of the season, the Metropolitan
Swimming
and
Diving
Conference Championships at
the Rutgers-New Brunswick
campus.
The meet will take place on
the weekend of Feb. 19-21 and
will feature schools from all
over the state. However that
doesn’t seem to faze this young
group of swimmers.
“As we concluded our last
meet with a win, we’re heading
into our conference championship meet with heads held high
and ready to rock,” said Lee.
MSU will be preparing as
both the young guns on the
men’s and women’s team look
to show that they are for real
against the elite of the NJAC.

